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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION TO ARGENTINA 

REF: 76 STATE 312806 

1 . THE WEEKLY POLITICAL COLUMN OF "LA NACION'' PRINTED WHAT 
PURPORTS TO BE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE LETTER WHICH AFL-CIO 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR ERNEST L. LEE SENT 
TO ONE OR MORE ARGENTINE TRADE UNION LEADERS, EVIDENTLY 
AIMED AT QUELCHING THE SPASM OF NEWS ACCOUNTS AND RUMORS 
CONCERNING THE PRESUMED PARTICIPATION OF AFL-CIO PRESIDENT 
GEORGE MEANY IN THE SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION TO ARGENTINA. 

WHILE THE COLUMNIST STRESSED THAT MR. MEANY WOULD NOT BE 
ACCOMPANYING THE ICFTU MISSION, HE ALSO REPORTED LEE’S END 
LINE HOLDING OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT AFL-CIO REPRESENTATIVES 
MIGHT VISIT ARGENTINA SEPARATELY SOMETIME IN 1977, "ALTHOUGH 
NO DATE HAS BEEN SET YET.” 

2. ENZO FRISO, ICFTU STAFF MAN FOR EUROPE, THE AMERICAS AND 
ITSES, WHO WAS IN BUENOS AIRES YESTERDAY WITH ORIT SECRETARY 
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GENERAL ETCHEVERRY (ON HIS FIRST TOUR OF LATIN AMERICA), 
FENDED OFF REPORTERS BY STATING THAT IF AFL-CIO DID NOT 
PARTICIPATE IN SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION THIS SHOULD NOT AUTO- 
MATICALLY BE INTERPRETED THAT THERE NECESSARILY IS DISAGREE- 
MENT BETWEEN THE AFL-CIO AND ICFTU OVER ARGENTINA. 

3. FRISO, WHO WILL BE IN MEXICO NEXT WEEK FOR COMMITTEE 
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MEETING ON ORIT, TOLD LABATT HE WAS HOPING THAT ANDY MCLELLAN 
(WHOM HE HAS NEVER MET) PLANS TO ATTEND MEETING ALSO. HE 
WISHES TO ASCERTAIN FROM MCLELLAN WHETHER. IF THE ICFTU 
WERE TO EXTEND AN INVITATION TO THE AFL-CIO TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE SPECIAL MISSION TO ARGENTINA, THE ICFTU SHOULD EXPECT 
TO RECEIVE THE SAME KIND OF BLAST WHICH THE AFL-CIO DELIVERED 
IN THE FORM OF A RECENT COMMUNIQUE ON SOUTH AFRICA. IF HE 
HAD SOME SIGN THAT SUCH AN INVITATION WOULD NOT BE SUMMARILY 
REJECTED OUT OF HAND AND THAT IT AT LEAST WOULD RECEIVE 
CONSIDERATION, FRISO SAID HE WOULD THEN RECOMMEND TO ICFTU 
SECRETARY GENERAL KERSTEN THAT THE INVITATION BE SENT. FRISO 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT KERSTEN WOULD ACCEPT HIS RECOMMENDATION 
IN THIS MATTER. THROUGHOUT REMAINDER OF THE CONVERSATION 
FRISO ALLEGED THAT HE AND SOME OTHERS IN ICFTU STAFF WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO WORK TOWARD RECONCILIATION BETWEEN AFL-CIO AND 
ICFTU. HE MENTIONED A STAFF PAPER HE WROTE ON EAST- WEST 
MATTERS OPPOSING DIALOGUE WITH THE COMMUNISTS. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT HIS VISIT TO CHILE HAD BEEN AN EYE-OPENER FOR HIM WITH 
RESPECT TO CUT AND THE ALLENDE REGIME, ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT 
CHANGED HIS VIEW CONCERNING THE PINOCHET REGIME. 

HILT. 
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